
 

 

A Message from the Principal  

Our Vision 
With family, faith and friendship, we 

grow, share, and live as authors of 

our own learning. 

Our Values 

Excellence      Compassion    Trust 

              Courage            Respect 

Wednesday, 27th February— Term 1, Week 5 

 
 

You will always be your child’s favourite toy.  

Vicki Lansky 

School Disco 

One of the favourite events of Term 1 is our beginning of year disco and this year will be no different. 

Please set aside Friday, 15th March and get ready to dance! As always, our P&F will be coordinating the 

event with a BBQ and drinks provided. First song will be at 6.00pm and the disco will conclude at 

8.00pm. We thank DJ Sonix as well for supporting our event. If you are able to help in any capacity please 

see Jonelle Betzel. More information how you can help is mentioned later in this newsletter. 

 

Shrove Tuesday  

Shrove Tuesday precedes Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. The term ‘Shrove’ derives from the 

word ‘Shriven’ which means to say sorry for the wrong things you have done. Another more common 

name for this day is Pancake Tuesday. It comes from an old English custom of using up all the fattening 

ingredients in the house so that people are ready to fast for the Lenten period. It has become an annual 

event at Holy Family for the Year 6 students to cook pancakes and distribute to classes in recognition of 

Shrove Tuesday. The Year 6s are very much looking forward to having their turn in cooking the pancakes 

on the BBQ and the younger students are eager to receive them.  

 

Ash Wednesday 

Next week, we celebrate Ash Wednesday with a prayer liturgy to begin Lent. Lent is a time of repentance, 

fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection.  

Like the 
Green Tree 
Frog, I grow 
and change. 

Like the   
Bush Bee,       

I can work 
with others 
and on my 
own to be 
successful. 

Like the Eagle, 
I see what I 

need to do to 
achieve my 

goal and take 
responsibility.  

Like the    
Crocodile,       

I can     
overcome 
challenges 
and keep   

going when 
things get 

tough. 

Like the     
Dolphin, I   
am free to        

develop my 
own ideas 
and take 

risks.  

Like the 
Green Ant,     
I use what I 
know and 

what others 
know to 

build   
meaning.  

Like the      
Tata Lizard I 
can become 
a learning    
detective, 
searching 

for answers 
or clues to 
my own or 

others   
questions.  

Learning Power Project 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new con-

verts for baptism. Today, Christians focus on their relationship with God, often choosing to give up some-

thing or to volunteer and give of themselves for others. Below is taken off the Australian Jesuit site 

which discusses the significance of the ‘40’ days for Lent. 

 

Taking Up the Cross in These 40 Days 

Social scientists say it takes 28 days to change a habit. Lent asks us to change more than a habit. We're 

invited to change our priorities and the focus of our lives. Maybe that's why Lent takes a full 40 days 

and happens every year. 

There are other reasons that our Lenten journey lasts 40 days. Throughout the Bible, the number 40 

holds special meaning, indicating a span of time when significant events took place. It rained on Noah 

and his ark for 40 days and 40 nights. Moses spent 40 days and nights with God on Mount Sinai. The 

Hebrew people spent 40 years wandering in the desert upon their deliverance from slavery to the Prom-

ised Land. Jonah gave the city of Nineveh 40 days in which to repent. And Jesus fasted in the wilderness 

for 40 days and 40 nights. 

 

Our time of preparation in Lent is akin to Jesus' preparation for his work. We spend 40 days fasting, 

praying, and giving. “By the solemn 40 days of Lent the Church unites herself each year to the mystery 

of Jesus in the desert,” the Catechism of the Catholic Church says. We are called to live as representa-

tives of Jesus today—even when the ashes have been washed away, even when no one is looking. 

 

 

Possums 

Over the last 6 months, we have been working on eradicating the possums from our school. Our builder 

has spent many hours blocking up entrances to roof cavities where they have set up themselves. As we 

get closer to blocking all entrances into the school roof cavities, possums are again appearing on  

external parts of the school. We have reminded students to not approach the possums as they move 

themselves to find new homes that aren’t in our ceilings. Please remind your children to do the same. 
 

God bless 

Shane Donohue 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Message from the Principal ... 



 

 

School Fees 
Due to the implementation of a new accounting 

system there has been a delay with issuing  

invoices. We anticipate invoices will be sent out 

by the end of next week. 
 

 

If you would like to begin paying instalments 

please see details below. 

 

BSB—085-933 

ACNT—39-895-1665 

Reference—Surname 

2019  School Fees attached to newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food allergies are becoming increasingly common among children and this year there are students at 

Holy Family who have severe allergies to nuts, dairy products, eggs and other allergens. Any exposure 

to these items, even a tiny amount, could potentially be very serious and life threatening for these  

children.  

 

We ask that our students and families help make the school environment safer for all students, by  

following these simple steps: 
 Please avoid sending any foods that contain nuts, such as peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches 

and muesli bars that contain nuts, to school with your child.  

 Please remind your child not to share their food or drinks with others.  

 Please always contact classroom teachers before sending in any food for sharing with the class 

for special celebrations like birthdays.  

 Please wash your child’s hands and face thoroughly before they leave home, especially if your 

child has eaten nuts, dairy or eggs prior to coming to school.  

 Please remind and often encourage your child to wash their hands before and after eating.  

 

We greatly appreciate your support for children with food allergies. Together we can make a difference.  

 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK CENTRE  
CONTINUES  

EVERY MONDAY UNTIL  
WEEK 10 

 

Parent Contact Details 
 

Have you recently changed your place of residence or changed your contact details?  

If so, please notify the front office of these changes. 



 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

27/02/19 
Reconciliation Enrolment 

6:40pm Holy Family Church 

1/03/19 Assembly, 8:30am Rm 10 

6/03/19 Ash Wednesday, Mass 9:30am 

8/03/19 
Assembly, 8:30am  

Soccer Gala Day 

15/03/19 

Assembly, 8:30am 

Bullying No Way, Prayer Liturgy  

P&F Disco 

Absences from School 
To ensure the safety of all children, parents are asked to notify the school of any absences before 

10.00am each day.   

This may be done by phone 8927 6188,  a note with another family member, or by email  

admin.holyfamily@nt.catholic.ed.au 

Please ensure that you notify the OFFICE as they have to record all absences. 

 
Dear Families 
 
It has been seven months since the new Child 
Care Subsidy started! It is a good time to check 
in on your family income estimate. Make sure it 
is up to date and reflects your and your  
partner’s income for the whole financial year. 
 
If your estimate is lower than your actual  
income, you may get a debt, which you will have 
to pay back. It is also a good time to check and 
update your activity test if your circumstances 
have changed. 
 
The easiest way to update your family income  
estimate is by using your Centrelink online  
account through myGov, or the Express Plus  
Centrelink app. 
 
While you are there, do not forget to make sure 
your and your partner’s activity details are up to 
date too. 
 
For more information, please visit here. 

 

mailto:admin%20holyfamily%20%3cadmin.holyfamily@nt.catholic.edu.au%3e
https://education.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e11e7c8d748ec85b8de00986c&id=c1a335d218&e=ff2f663396


 

 

Term 1 – Reconciliation 

What? Dates and Times Location 

Enrolment Wed 27th Feb, 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 1 Fri 1th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 3rd March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 2 Fri 8th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun, 10th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 3 Fri 15th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 17st March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 4 Fri 22th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 24th March 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Practice/Retreat Friday 29th or Sunday 31st March 4.00-

5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

First Reconciliation Wednesday 3rd April, 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

 

 

 

 

The Sacramental Program 

The sacramental program is run by the Holy Family Parish and Holy Family Catholic Primary 

School support the Parish by providing families with information. 

 

Eligibility 

 Need to be baptised in the Catholic Church 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation – Year 3 or above 

 Sacrament of Communion – Have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation and are in 

Year 4 or above 

 Sacrament of Confirmation –Have celebrated Sacrament of Reconciliation and  

Communion and are in Year 6 

 

Structure for preparation of sacrament 

 Attend enrolment meeting 

 Bring copy of Baptism certificate 

 Select which preparation sessions you will be attending – either Friday 4:00 – 5:15 or 

Sunday 4:00 – 5:15 

 More information will be given at the enrolment meeting for each individual sacrament  

 Make payment to Janet at the Holy Family Catholic Primary School front office or the  

 Catechists at the Holy Family Parish 

 Commit to attending Mass regularly during your preparation for the Sacrament 

 Attend the Retreat  

 Attend the Reconciliation in preparation for celebrating the sacrament  

 Celebrate sacrament! 

 

Cost  

The cost varies and more information will be given at the enrolment meeting for each individual 

sacrament. It is designed to cover the student’s preparation booklet, certificates, stoles,  

medallions, candles ect. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION... 



 

 

Term 2 – Eucharist 

What? Dates and Times Location 

Enrolment Wed 15th May, 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 1 Fri 17th May 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 19th May 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 2 Fri 24th May 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 26th May 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 3 Fri 31st May 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 2nd June 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 4 Fri 7th June 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 9th June 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

(Queen’s Birthday Weekend) 

Preparation Class 5 Fri 14th June 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 16th June 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

(Holy Family Students at 

Camp) 

Reconciliation Wednesday 19th June, 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

Practice/Retreat Friday 21st June, 4.00-5.15pm Holy Family Church 

First Eucharist Sunday 23rd June, 9.00am Holy Family Church 

Term 3 – Confirmation 

What? Dates and Times Location 

Enrolment Wed 7th Aug, 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 1 Fri 9th Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 11st Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 2 Fri 16th Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 18th Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 3 Fri 23rd Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 25th Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 4 Fri 30th Aug 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 1st Sep 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Preparation Class 5 Fri 6th Sep 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 8th Sep 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

  

Preparation Class 6 Fri 13th Sep 

4.00-5.15pm 

Sun 15th Sep 

4.00-5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

(Holy Family students not at 

school on the Friday) 

Retreat Sunday 22nd September 

 4:00 – 5.15pm 

Holy Family Church 

Reconciliation Wed 25th Sep 6.40pm Holy Family Church 

Practice Fri 27th September, 4.00-5.15pm 

(sponsors to attend also) 

Holy Family Church 

Confirmation Sunday 29th September 9am 

  

Holy Family Church 

(First Sunday of School  

Holidays) 



 

 

Parent & Friends 



 

 

Parent & Friends 



 

 

AROUND THE SCHOOL... 

YEAR SIX LEADERSHIP DAY  

Last Friday the Year 6 students had a lot of fun learning how to be better leaders.  

We talked about feelings and using positive emotions to help us show others the way. 

The mayor of Darwin, Katrina Fong Lim showed us how council meetings are run and 

how councillors use their leadership to make positive change in the community. Miss 

Kat helped us identify leadership goals and the steps we will take to achieve them. 

Finally, we worked together in team building games which taught us how to be respon-

sible  

leaders and team members. 

 

Written by Claire Collis  

 

Thanks Kat Kennedy for 
leading the day! 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

   

 

This week we wish the following  

students a Happy Birthday   

  
     Maria Petrakis   27 February 

  Thidatip Thongdee  29 February 

  Katerina Huddleston  2 March 

  Maddison Kennedy  2 March 

  Saphira Olsen   3 March 

Student Awards 
Congratulations to the following  students who 

received an award at Assembly last week. 
 

Preschool    Charlie Shelby 

    Mettabel Philip 

    Kylah Constatine 

 

Rm 15—TR   Lola Scott 

    Koby Hore 

    Kayla Chudleigh 

    Raiden Tiparui 

  

Rm 14—TR/1  Hunter Cannard 

    Sienna Olsen 

 

Rm 13—1/2  Cooper McKeon 

    Jabari Councillor 

    Jaxx Hawks 

    Eann Reyes 

 

Rm 12—2 /3   Arabella Dale 

   Ben Watkins 

   Ruby Hall 

 

Rm 11—3/4      Malakai Hampton 

    Jasmine Sugg 

    John Lenz 

 

Rm 10—3/4            Kaelin Hazelbane 

    Mia Connor 

    Tenika Tomlins 

 

Rm 9—3/4   Monique Sherman 

    George Johny 

 

Rm 7—5/6   Nykieise De Satge 

    Sophia Liwanag 

    Jonas Senga 

 

Rm 6—5/6   Iothamo Boyd 

  Harriet Watkins 

  Vanessa Bangun 

 

Rm 5—5/6  Phoebe Turnbull 

  Rocky Tlonan 

Week 4  Birthdays 

Week 4 Awards 



 

 

Community Noticeboard 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


