
 

 

A Message from the Principal  

Our Vision 
With family, faith and friendship, we 

grow, share, and live as authors of 

our own learning. 

Our Values 

Excellence      Compassion    Trust 

              Courage            Respect 

Wednesday, 13th December 2017 —Term 4, Week 10  

 

 

Hard to believe we are in the last week of school and 

another year has passed and school is nearly over for 

the year. Last week, we invited the outgoing Director 

of Catholic Education, Michael Avery, to Holy Family 

to say farewell and thank him for his work. When  

speaking with Michael, I had an interesting response 

from him when I asked about the farewells he would 

be experiencing at the moment. He said that people 

he didn’t necessarily remember too well, would come 

up and thank him for something he said that was of 

great treasure to them, but, something that he really 

couldn’t remember. Sometimes, the simple things we 

say can stick in the minds of others forever and 

make a real difference. Therefore, reading an Advent 

reflection book last week, I found the below passage 

that I believe captures some of what Michael was 

saying: 

There have been times in my own life when I have 

felt lost and restless. As I look back over these  

moments, I recognise that there have been  

significant people who have had a huge impact. I 

have encountered many guiding figures calling me 

  

 

back, helping me to discover my authentic self and  

reminding me of my goodness. Who have been guiding 

figures in your life? Who have been the people who 

have reminded you of your goodness? These can often 

be small, but cherished moments.  

Mrs Robyn Gallagher 

I wonder if we, as a school, have been a ‘guiding figure’ 

for your children and/or your family this year. I also 

wonder if something you have said to one of our staff 

would be a cherished moment for them. To receive 

small gifts through kind words really is an amazing 

thing to receive. We at Holy Family Catholic Primary 

School thank you immensely for the privilege you give 

us to educate your family and be a big part of your 

lives. God bless and wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

Loving God, in this silence,  

may I hear your gentle voice cry, 

“Do not be afraid I am with you. I have called you each by 

name. Come and follow me, I will bring you home. I love  

you and you are mine” (David Haas, You are Mine).  

Amen 

 
 

 

Like the 
Green Tree 
Frog, I grow 
and change. 

Like the   
Bush Bee,       

I can work 
with others 
and on my 
own to be 
successful. 

Like the Eagle, 
I see what I 

need to do to 
achieve my 

goal and take 
responsibility.  

Like the    
Crocodile,       

I can     
overcome 
challenges 
and keep   

going when 
things get 

tough. 

Like the     
Dolphin, I   
am free to        

develop my 
own ideas 
and take 

risks.  

Like the 
Green Ant,     
I use what I 
know and 

what others 
know to 

build   
meaning.  

Like the      
Tata Lizard I 
can become 
a learning    
detective, 
searching 

for answers 
or clues to 
my own or 

others   
questions.  

Learning Power Project 



 

 

 

End of Year Mass and Awards 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow at 9.30am, we have our final Eucharistic celebration with our End of Year Mass. Also, a reminder 

that we present the End of Year Awards tomorrow from 11.00am in the assembly area. We will also announce 

the School Captains for 2018. The candidates for School Captain presented wonderful speeches and made 

the task of voting a difficult one for all. You are more than welcome for both and also to join us for morning 

tea in the staffroom. 

 

Vacation Care 

 

 
 

 

Vacation care operates again as normal this year, starting on Monday 18th December. Please remember that 

students do finish on Thursday 14th December and that the school does not offer any care for Friday, 15th  

December. After the Christmas break, Vacation Care continues again from Monday, 8th January. 

 

Uniform 

 
 

 

 

Towards the end of the year, as parents, we make do with uniform to get us through into the next year as 

shoes and socks especially wear out. That means that currently we have students who may be wearing shoes 

or socks that aren’t quite in line with our uniform. We ask that if you do need to purchase new socks or shoes 

during the holidays, please remember that: 

Shoes need to be totally black: We encourage sneakers and most sport stores stock totally black sneakers. 

Socks need to be totally white: Make sure that there aren’t any logos or any other colours visible and that the 

socks do go above the ankle. Also, please remember that the only hat allowed at school in our school hat. 

We appreciate your support with this. 

 

Classes 2018 

 

 
 

 

We are currently forming our classes for next year. We never like to publish class lists now as changes do  

happen and sometimes new enrolments or students leaving can cause a ‘domino’ effect of students needing 

to change classes. We always endeavour to have classes for viewing on the Tuesday before school starts. 

What we can share are the class teachers for next year: 

 

Transition/Year 1 Room 15:  Alison Brennan (Monday-Weds) and Ann Garrick (Thurs/Friday) 

Transtion/Year 1 Room 14:  Jo Moller 

Year 1/2 Room 13:   Catherine Lorenzo (Libby Routledge every second Thursday) 

Year 2/3 Room 12:   Hannah Foody (Tues-Thurs) Libby Routledge (Monday/Friday) 

Year 3/4 Room 11:   Erica Schultz 

Year 3/4 Room 10:   Andree Angel (Monday, Thursday Friday) Lauren O’Shea (Tues/Weds) 

Year 4/5 Room 9:   Mary Gillespie 

Year 5/6 Room 7:   Gail McKillop (Libby Routledge every second Thursday) 

Year 5/6 Room 6:   Andrew Walter 

 

God Bless 

Shane Donohue 
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School Fees 
 

Please note if you need to discuss your fee       

payment, please speak to Janet in the office as 

soon as possible. 
 

Remember you can set up automatic funds 

transfer or pay by credit card over the 

phone. 
 

BSB—065903 

ACNT—00902593 

AROUND THE SCHOOL... 

St Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Appeal 2017 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Each year St Vincent de Paul runs a  

campaign for donations to assist people in 

need at Christmas time. Families are asked 

to bring in donations of: 

 

Presents for children aged from 0 to 12 

years: books, toys, art packs, sporting goods.   

 

Presents for teens aged from 13 to 18 years: 

movie tickets, makeup, hair products,  

clothing vouchers, sporting goods.  

 

The presents must be new and unwrapped.  

  

Christmas hampers: bon bons, tinned  

puddings, juices, cordials, pretzels, wafers, tea 

and coffee to add to hampers.  

  

All donations can be placed in the baskets 

that are in each classroom.  

 

Donations will be presented to a St Vincent 

de Paul representative at our Thanksgiving 

and Poor Man’s Mass, on Thursday 14th Dec, 

9.30am at Holy Family Church. Families and 

parishioners are invited to attend.  

 

 

 

Parenting across cultures has particular  

challenges. Sometimes children and their parents or 

carers have  different ideas about how to balance the 

values and expectations of two cultures. When  

children have a sense of belonging to both cultures it 

supports positive mental health and wellbeing. The 

following suggestions may assist you and your  

children to achieve a positive sense of belonging in 

both cultures. 

 

 

 

Celebrate your own culture 
Developing a positive sense of cultural identity  

supports children’s self-esteem and their sense of 

belonging. By telling stories and sharing customs you 

can help children to connect with their cultural  

heritage. It is important to talk to children in ways that 

are appropriate for their age and interest. Knowing 

and taking pride in their own heritage can help  

children feel comfortable and secure with their  

identity. 

 

 

 

Build social networks 
Friendships and social networks are important both 

for children and for families, helping them to feel part 

of the community. Making connections with local  

people is important for feeling welcomed and building 

a sense of belonging in Australian society. Your  

connections may be with your own cultural group or 

you may prefer to build your connections with another 

cultural group. Your child’s school can be a great 

meeting point for parents and carers where long-term 

friendships develop. 

 

 

 

Get to know your child’s school 
Becoming involved in your child’s school is a great 

way for families to feel connected to their community. 

There are often opportunities to participate in school 

events which may help you to get to know your child’s 

school and the school community. Forming  

relationships with school staff can also help you to 

feel like you belong. For instance, having a good  

relationship with your child’s teachers will allow you to 

ask questions about your child’s progress, and share 

your cultural background with them. When families 

and teaching staff develop relationships, they are 

more likely to understand each other’s perspectives, 

talk through concerns and support children together. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/

cultural-diversity-and-childrens-wellbeing/suggestions-

families 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/belonging
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/social-development


 

 

Year 6 Graduation 2017 



 

 

Pre-School Graduation 2017 



 

 

Birthdays from last week  

Week 7 Student Awards 

Student Awards 
Congratulations to the following   

students who received an award at       

Assembly last week.    

 

 
          

 

Pre-School     Cooper McKeon 

      Indiana McKeon 

 

Rm 14—TR/1    Cloe Jones 

      John Lenz 

      Kainoa Dixon 

      Quade Palmer 

 

Rm 15—TR/1    Azella Bird 

      Cooper Sirilas 

      Jabari Councillor 

      Locklyn Martin   

  

Rm 13—1/2    Aiden Handebo 

      Aliyah Duncan 

 

Rm 12—2                Adrian Maher  

                                Dusty Cannard 

                                 Israel Tlonan        

 

Rm 11—3/4        John Vincent Palma 

      Mia Peachey 

      Rocky Tlonan 

      Tiffany Lay 

  

Rm 10—3/4        Aiden Mellors 

      Madeline MacDonald 

      Nykeise DeSatge 

 

Rm 07—5/6    Kamali Borges De Carvalho 

      Tiana Russell 

 

Rm 06-5/6             Christos Dionysiou 

                                Dylan Mende 

 
    

                                     

   

 

This week we wish the following  

students a Happy Birthday   
  

    Jesse Crisp    11 December 

  Summer Trembath  12 December 

  Chaiyce DeSatge  13 December 

  Mikey Henning   13 December 

  Anastasia Dionysiou  14 December 

  Ariana Skonis   17 December 

  Elaine Tiparui   18 December 

  Olivia Picone-Auld ` 18 December 

  Joshua McConville  18 December 

  Aiden Kent    20 December 

    Quade Palmer   25 December 

  Jack Anstess   28 December 

  Faithe Bouwer   28 December 

 Alessandro Ferrer  30 December 

 Grace Amidy   30 December 

  

 



 

 

Birthdays from Last Week  

Week 9 Student Awards 

AROUND THE SCHOOL... 



 

 

Community Noticeboard 



 

 


