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Vision

With family, faith and friendship we are empowered to be architects of our learning.

Mission

In the image of Jesus, we commit to excellence in Catholic education with the wisdom to be a merciful and respectful community
with the courage to be successful 21st Century Learners.

A Message From The Principal...
200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia

Year 6 Leadership Day: Thursday 25 February

This year, Catholic Education in Australia celebrates 200 years since
the first official school opened in Parramatta. It is an incredible
achievement and one that is outlined in the attached article “200
Years Young – A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of Australia to
the leaders, staff, students and families of Catholic education in
Australia’. I encourage you to read this brief history of Catholic
Education and challenges
into the future.

Towards the end of 2020, our Year 5 cohort gathered for an initial
leadership day as they prepared to move into the Year 6, the senior
students of our school. The day involved team building activities,
developing leadership skills, including student voice and deciding
what values the group believed they should stand for as leaders of
our learning community as well as hearing from a panel of leaders
including Bishop Charles, Ngaree AhKit and O’Loughlin
school leaders.
Tomorrow, Thursday 25th February, the same cohort, now in Year 6,
will gather for another leadership day. This day will build upon the
skills and values that were determined last year by the group. In
small groups students will be asked to create a leadership logo that
will serve as a visual reminder for our Year 6 student leaders. Each
logo will be presented back to the group along with the underlying
messages it portrays. The students, as architects of their learning,
will create their logos in any form/medium they wish. A logo
(or combination of logos) will be selected to be displayed around
the school. On a side note, Year 6 students will be provided with a
pizza lunch on this day so there is no need to pack their lunch.

Mathletics and Reading Eggs
Each year, the school pays for and provides Reading Eggs
subscriptions for Transition to Year 2 and Mathletics for Years 3 to
6. Both of these programs have strong evidence for supporting
student growth for both reading and Mathematics. At our Parent
Information Night, Alison Brennan delivered a session on Reading
Eggs and Andrew Walter on Mathletics. In our Newsletter today,
they have provided a brief summary of those sessions. I hope as
parents that you are able to support the use of these programs at
home for better student outcomes for your child/children.

Bishop Charles' Lenten Message
Below is the link to Bishop Charles’ Lenten message.
Please take some time to hear the words of our Bishop during this
time of Lent.
https://youtu.be/iux2BHxm4xA
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Mathletics and Reading Eggs
Our school Wellbeing Team have put together a string of ‘Funky
Friday’ semi dress-up events to take place during the Lenten
season. The idea is to raise awareness of Project Compassion and
to have some fun. We do invite students for a gold coin donation
for these days but certainly do not expect it. Please see further on
for more information on this.

Operoo
Over several years, Holy Family Catholic Primary School have been
investigating a better system for obtaining vital information for
students going on camps and/or excursions. It is essential we have
up to date contact details and medical information about your
child/children’s health, especially if going offsite. After researching
options and advice from other schools, we made the decision to
use the Operoo platform for this process.
You would have received this information in our last Newsletter
and the same information is provided today. At this point in time,
50% of our families are now have added their profile to Operoo. We
really appreciate this support and encourage those yet to add their
profile to please do so. Please see the attached letter from Operoo
for more information. If you do have any concerns with this, please
contact the front office.

This Lent, Holy Family Catholic Primary School again commits itself
to ending poverty and injustice in our world by giving to the
neediest. Our Project Compassion collection boxes have arrived
and been distributed to classrooms and students. Any spare
change could make a massive difference to the lives of people in
Bangladesh.
This Lenten period, we hope to Be More by turning Lent into a time
of faith, love and generosity. Let’s all find the small, simple acts that
help us to be more for the world.
The Pastoral Care and Wellbeing Team are excited to announce
that we will be holding Funky Fridays as a way to raise awareness
for Project Compassion - Be More. Every Friday for the rest of term
students are allowed to wear one out of uniform item and are
invited to donate some spare change to Project Compassion if they
wish. Not only can we raise awareness and some funds for those in
need in Bangladesh, students will be able to show off their
creativity all while promoting wellbeing at Holy Family Catholic
Primary School.
Week 4 - Shoes - get your trendy 'kicks' on!

Catholic Identity
It was wonderful to be back in church for our combined Beginning
of Year and Ash Wednesday Mass. As well as distributing the ashes,
our School Captain and Colour House Captains badges were also
blessed by Father Petrus and presented to students by Mr
Donohue.

Week 5 – Stellar socks day - put on your best socks!
Week 6 – Brilliant boardies day - break out your coolest shorts or
boardies!
Week 7 – Crazy hair or hat day - find your favourite hat or hairstyle!
Week 8 – Too much bling day – wear your favourite accessories!
Week 9 - (Good Friday, no school)

Sacramental Program
Holy Family Parish sacramental program has begun with 10
students from Holy Family undertaking their second Sacrament
of Initiation.
Please keep the following students in our prayers as they take this
important step in their faith formation.
Saria Amidy
Lily Hill-Corpus
Max Clark
Rhykia Labastida
Riley Clark
Kate Ocampo
Lily Cruse
Demi Reardon
Emelia De La Rue Helena Wedding
*Friday classes @ Holy Family in the ILC from 3.00 – 4.00pm
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Dates To Remember
25th Feb 2021

Year 6 Leadership Day (pizza lunch)

26th Feb 2020

8:30am Assembly, Rm 14

1st Mar 2021

200 Years of Catholic Education
St Marys Cathedral
Year 6 Captains

5th Mar 2021

8:30am Assembly

Happy Birthday!
This week we wish the following students a Happy Birthday...

Malakai Hampton

23rd February

Zara Peachey

23rd February

Amelia Turnbull

24th February

Harlan Woodward-Cowley

28th February

Katie Huddleston

2nd March

Maddison Kennedy

2nd March

Robyn Kube

3rd March

Olive Preston

4th March

Ioannis Ginis

5th March

Leslie Monaei-Lowah

6th March

Dimitris Spyropoulos

6th March

Food Allergies
Food allergies are becoming increasingly common among children
and this year there are students at Holy Family who have severe
allergies to nuts, dairy products, eggs and other allergens. Any
exposure to these items, even a tiny amount, could potentially be
very serious and life threatening for these children. We ask that our
students and families help make the school environment safer for
all students, by following these simple steps:
Please avoid sending any foods that contain nuts, such as
peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches and muesli bars that
contain nuts, to school with your child.
Please remind your child not to share their food or drinks with
others.
Please always contact classroom teachers before sending in any
food for sharing with the class for special celebrations like
birthdays.
Please wash your child’s hands and face thoroughly before they
leave home, especially if your child has eaten nuts, dairy or
eggs prior to coming to school.
Please remind and often encourage your child to wash their
hands before and after eating.
We greatly appreciate your support for children with food allergies.
Together we can make a difference.
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Student Awards

Student Awards

Congratulations to the following students who received an
award at Assembly last week.

Congratulations to the following students who received an
award at Assembly last week.

Rm 15—TR

Jack Matiazzo

Rm 15—TR

Zaara George
Iggy Vallejo

Rm 14—1

Logan Collins
Emily Jones

Rm 14—1

Indiahna Hale

Rm 13—1/2

Nikos Anyfantakis
Sharlette Roe

Rm 13—1/2

Elizabeth Mathew
AJ Campbell

Rm 12—2

Tiani Jones
Pantelis Spyropoulos

Rm 12—2

Stephen Gordon
Lola Scott

Rm 11—3/4

Aaron Sunny
Noah Briston

Rm 11—3/4

Hunter Cannard
Jeanna Binish

Rm 10—3/4

Ben Watkins
Mayvis Tomlins
Armani Dionysiou

Rm 10—3/4

Arabella Dale
Zac Murray

Rm 9 - 4

Emmi-Jay Williams
Jasmine Sugg

Rm 17—5/6

Elijah Rotu Ludji
Malakai Hampton

Rm 18 –5/6

Zena Manias
Sophia Liwanag

Rm 19—5/6

Grace Anstess
Izac Labastida

Rm 9 - 4
Rm 17—5/6

Hannah Kollman
Quade Palmer

Evan Thevaril
Jasmine Grant

Rm 18 –5/6

Tenika Tomlins
Dusty Cannard

Rm 19—5/6

Sienna Austin
Aiden Kent
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ABC Reading Eggs & Reading Eggspress
Students who experience success early in the literacy acquisition process are more likely to make steady
progress towards becomin fluent readers who understand what they read (Pike, 2017).g
As an addition to teacher-directed explicit reading
instruction at school, Holy Family Catholic
Primary School Transition, Year 1 and Year 2
teachers encourage parents and carers to support
their children to regularly access the Reading Eggs
program on their tablet or computer at home.
Studies have shown that, when used in
conjunction with in-school reading programs,
Reading Eggs is highly effective in improving
students’ reading proficiency scores when used for
a minimum of one hour per week.
Why is Reading Eggs successful?
Reading Eggs provides sequenced lessons that address the five pillars of reading: phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension
Self-paced - Guided lessons are easy to follow and match your child's ability
Motivational framework - Lessons use colourful animation, fun characters, songs, games and rewards
to keep children motivated
Highly engaging - The program focuses on student interaction and a lesson structure that uses a
variety of short, engaging activities
Getting started - Download the ABC Reading Eggs App or go to www.readingeggs.com.au on PC. Log in
using your child’s username and password. Ask your child’s teacher if your child has misplaced their
details.
Depending on your child’s reading level, explore
either Reading Eggs or Reading Eggspress for
sequenced reading lessons, spelling practice and
comprehension activities.
Fast Phonics builds quick recall of sounds, letters
and sight words.
The Reading Eggs library contains over 2500
levelled books, each ending with a
comprehension quiz that assesses your child’s
understanding.
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Mathletics
Mathletics is an internationally acclaimed, Australian Curriculum aligned, engaging platform that allows
teachers and families to support their students’ mathematics learning anywhere you have wifi. There are
hundreds of curriculum-aligned lessons and activities, from tasks to quests to problem solving. Mathletics
is a comprehensive online mathematics learning tool that brings joy to learning.
At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, the Mathletics
program is used to complement in-class explicit
teaching of curriculum aligned Mathematics content.
Students from Year 3 and
above have a login which they can use at school or at
home to revise, practice and attain mastery of
mathematical content. Students are set tasks by their
teachers and each week are expected to earn 1000
points by completing tasks and
quests.
Some uses include:
·
Revising classroom content
·
Engaging in problem solving tasks
·
Attaining mastery of concepts through quest completion
·
Developing automaticity with single digit addition and times tables
Students can
access Mathletics from any device and there is an app available for IOS and Android. It is recommended
that students spend 10 minutes daily engaging in teacher-assigned tasks at home. Academic studies
have shown that consistent engagement with Mathletics has resulted in improved academic
performance for students.
According to the 2016 NAPLAN results, 75% of Australian primary schools that ranked in the top 40
schools for numeracy use Mathletics as part of their maths program.

Teachers can easily track student progress

It is engaging and motivating
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