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Vision

Mission
Holy Family Catholic Primary School is a diverse, inclusive, learning community committed to the gospel values of mercy, respect and courage. 

Provide a welcoming environment where partnerships between the school, families, parish and wider community are valued and
promoted 
Work collaboratively, using evidence-based practices to deliver quality education that supports the holistic needs of all students 
To live as stewards of God’s creation, being the difference we want to see in the world

At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we: 

A Message From The Principal...

Harmony Day 
 

Lord Jesus, you see beauty in everyone, Lord Have Mercy. 
Christ Jesus, your love is for all, Christ Have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you show us how to live in harmony, 

Lord Have Mercy. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.
 

Amen

NAPLAN
Over the past two weeks NAPLAN tests have been completed by
the students in Years Three and Five. 

NAPLAN helps governments, education authorities and schools to
see whether young Australians are reaching important literacy and
numeracy goals. It provides information about how education
programs are working, areas for improvement, and which schools
need support in the teaching and learning of literacy and
numeracy.

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/faqs/naplan--general

It is important to note, however, that NAPLAN is just one form of
assessment and does not paint the full picture of how a child is
performing at school. As stated above, it does not replace other
standardised or school based assessments but provides additional
information so that we as a school can target the individual needs
of all students in our care.

Parents  & Friends Welcome Disco
The annual Parents & Friends Disco has been rescheduled for next
Friday 31st March from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. We look forward to
seeing many of our families there. Please see the poster with more
details later in the newsletter. 

School Board Meeting: AGM
Our School Board Annual General Meeting (AGM) is down for
Monday, March 27th at 6.00pm. If you are interested in joining our
School Board, please come and speak with myself or Lorraine King,
our School Board Chair. This year we intend to apply for a grant for
Stage Two of our Master Plan and are currently working through
making this happen. The AGM is followed by a general meeting.

Vision and Mission 
You may notice above that our school Vision and Mission
statements have changed. The statements were revised and edited
with consultation from staff and the School Board. We are in the
process of getting new posters made up to display around the
school. You will also notice these revised statements will appear in
the Strategic Plan and Annual School Improvement Plan which are
in their final stages of publication. 

Megan Bateman 
This week, Megan Bateman, an Early Learning Centre employee
since February 2004 informed me of her intentions to finish up at
Holy Family. Megan has been a long serving employee and has
seen hundreds of children's move through the centre into the
primary school and beyond. Megan will spend her last few week's
doing what she loves the most - working with the children. We
thank Megan for her 19 years of service and wish her well for her
next journey. A whole school assembly will be held on Friday 31st
March at 10.15am, followed by a morning tea. Families are invited
to attend. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/faqs/naplan--general
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Staff
Over the past week, we have welcomed two new staff members to
Holy Family. Tommi Carroll has joined the inclusion team and is
working as an Inclusion Support Assistant (ISA) in Year One and
Sharona Bishop has joined Tayha Duggin-Hill as an Aboriginal
Islander Education Worker (AIEW). 

Car Park

5 km per hour speed limit
Staying in the queue if intending on using the Drop and Go
zone ie do not ‘jump’ the line
Ensure you use the children's crossing when heading
towards the car park
Supervise your children at all times while crossing the road
Get your child to enter/exit the car on the curb side
Do not leave your car while in the Drop and Go Zone
Be patient and respectful during all interactions with others

While the end of the day is a busy one in car line, it is most
important that you all adhere to the systems and processes we
have to keep everyone safe. These include:

We are endeavouring to get the students out in a timelier
manner at the end of the day to keep traffic moving as quickly as
possible.

Harmony Day
Yesterday, many of our students wore orange in
acknowledgement of the first day of Harmony Week. Harmony
Week is celebrated during the week (Monday to Sunday) that  
includes 21 March, which is the United Nations International Day
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. It is a time to celebrate
Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of
migrants into our community. Harmony Week is about
inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless
of cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core
Australian values.

Easter Raffle
The Parents and Friends Easter Raffle tickets have been handed out
to the eldest in the family. Tickets and money are to be returned to
the office by Monday 3rd of April. Winners will be drawn on the last
day of Term 1, Thursday 6th of April, at 2.00pm in the assembly
area. We are asking for donations for prizes to be taken to the
office. This may include chocolate, Easter craft activities or
anything that fits under the theme of Easter.

Reconciliation classes are completed and we have our Retreat
Afternoon at Holy Family Parish church this Sunday, March 26th,
from 3:30-5:00pm. Candidates are asked to please bring their
book, prayer booklet and something to write with. We keep all
students and families in our prayers and thoughts as they
prepare to undertake the sacrament of penance for the first
time. Here are our candidates;
Angelina Lay Chhetri, Delilah Small, Lyla Kickett, Alex Sugg,
Kylah Constantine, Evadene Nheu, Milena Nheu, Aisha Phillips
Tommy Harte, Rain Middleton and Steffi Baksh.

Catholic Identity

Sacramental Program 

Lent & Project Compassion
Thanks to students and families who have already donated to
Project Compassion and to all the students dressing up for
Funky Fridays! 
Each Monday at Prayer in the assembly area, we are sharing a
Project Compassion video to raise awareness on how we can act
with mercy towards our brothers and sisters in other countries.
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/

School Liturgical Choir
School liturgical Choir lessons with Sister Inosensia are
continuing each Tuesday, from 1:45-2:45pm in HIVE19. Thanks
to the many students who have committed to this and we look
forward to hearing them at our school masses and liturgies
throughout the year.

Term 1 Liturgies & Masses
Classes have been putting in lots of work towards our Holy
Week liturgies and Easter Mass. 
Here are our liturgies, masses and sacraments for the remainder
of Term 1;

Michelle Garbutt's Farewell 
Mrs Garbutt's final day at Holy Family Catholic Primary School will
be Thursday 6th April. Room 18 - Year 6 will present an assembly
item dedicated to Mrs Garbutt at 8.25am. Our Easter Mass will
include a few brief tributes to Mrs Garbutt and a morning tea will
take place at 10.30am. Parents are invited to attend the Easter
mass and join us for morning tea afterwards. 
I will be taking on the Acting Principal role for Term 2 whilst CEO
finalise a Principal appointment to begin in Semester Two.  
Lauren O'Shea

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/


Daisy Watkins                               Nikolai Duenas
Poppy Lahz                                    Owen Schultz
Lily Cruse                                         Ethan King
Emily Jones                                    Joshua Heath
Jacob Ballantyne                       Aarav Singh
Azella Bird                                      Manu Kent
Jack Harker                                    Rylee Pugh  
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This week we celebrated National Close the Gap Day which is a
day to raise awareness about improving life outcomes for
Indigenous Australians. Some classes were able to partake in a
Hoops4Health basketball workshop to teach us about health
lifestyles and get us active. We were very lucky as the workshop
was held by the first Indigenous Australian NBA player, Nathan
Jawaii! He taught us that if we put our mind to things we can
achieve them just as he did. The children also made some
amazing posters to support the campaign.

AIEW Highlights

Happy Birthday!
This fortnight we wish the following students a Happy Birthday...

Be Our Best Selves - BOBS
Last year the Postive School Wide Behaviour team, along with
students and staff, created our Be Our Best Selves (BOBS) overarching
pillars of Mercy, Respect and Courage. You may have seen the poster
around the school. The art work in the poster was  based off students
artworks. Staff are giving out House Points when they see 'BOBS'
behaviours at school. 



Rhykia Labastida
Seth Lonsdale

Rm 19-5

Quade Palmer
Leanne Lu

Rm 18-6

Olive Preston
Jasmine Sugg

Rm 17-6

Indi Anstess
Dimitris Spyropoulos

Rm 12-3/4

No awardsRm 10 -  3/4

Kyrie Calomont
Jasmine-Lee Carew Towell

Rm 7 –1

Aisha Phillips
Lyla Kickett

Rm 11-3/4

Winnie Lahz
Anthony Rogers

Rm 9 - 2

Elijah Arthur
Charlotte Williamson

Rm 6 –T

Aaron James
Liam Roncesvalles

Rm 5 –T

Stavros DionisioyAIEW

Max Muller
Dale Vergara

Rm 8 - 1

Indi McKeon
Anastasia Tezaris

Rm 19-5

Jazlyn Lawler
Nioti Klidaras

Rm 18-6

Jisa Saji
Luccas Mehla

Rm 17-6

Logan Collins
Lennox Motlop

Rm 12-3/4

No awardsRm 10 -  3/4

Mihalis Kazouris
Nektarios Kazouris

Rm 7 –1

No awardsRm 11-3/4

Aarush Rupesh
Mason March

Rm 9 - 2

Isaiah Briston
Evelyn Pratt

Rm 6 –T

Nya Hucks
Stavros Dionisiou

Rm 5 –T

Torrae ChisholmAIEW

Jace Pratt
Raiden Salvador

Rm 8 - 1

Piper Spence
Michael Melas

Preschool

Natania ThottamJapanese

Hannah KollmanPerforming Arts
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Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received an
award at Assembly on 10th March 2023.

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received an
award at Assembly on 17th March 2023.

Aaron SunnyMercy Award

Duane De AraujoPE

Steffi BakshPerforming Arts

Jasmine KingMercy Award

Japanese Tisharni Duggan



Room 9

Connor Schiller

Position

This is my 7th year.

ISA 

How long they have 
been at Holy Family?

What is something people
may not know about you?

I was robbed by my Step
Dad for Best on Ground
after winning a premiership
on the weekend.
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Spotlight On Staff

Spotlight On Learning

Room 9 has been working on a Literacy project which involves students re-writing their own versions of a favourite Narrative ‘Pig the Pug’.
This project was broken up into four distinct phases that allowed the students to experience a creation process. Each phase introduced
different aspects of our learning and helped us get closer to creating our final product.

The four phases are as follows;
Phase 1: Planning - Students explored the characters and events that take place in the story and chose new names, describing words and
actions for their own version of the story. We used the illustrations to help guide how the characters are portrayed in the story.

Phase 2: Writing - Students developed more independence in writing full, accurate sentences that include a range of nouns, verbs and
adjectives to add depth to their writing. Students were also encouraged to use new and unfamiliar words with support from the teacher.

Phase 3: Editing/upleveling - This phase involves students re-reading their work and checking for opportunities to self-correct or improve
their writing by adding words or interchanging for more interesting vocabulary. 

Phase 4: Publishing - The final phase was to transfer our writing into a digital format using Microsoft PowerPoint. All students practiced
navigating and using this software to bring their story to life before printing a hard copy.

“It’s really cool being able to change the characters and add our own ideas! I love making books on computers”.

“We had to make our plan and then write our own sentences which was fun.”

Alyssa Perkins

Position

10 months

Educator ELC

How long they have 
been at Holy Family?

What is something people
may not know about you?

I have two sons named Bully
& Beef (they are guinea pigs)
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Assembly

Term One Calendar – 2O23

Assembly 8:25am
Easter Mass @
Church 9:30am
P&F Easter Raffle
at 2:30pm

Assembly 8:25am

Assembly 8:25am

House Colour
Reward Afternoon

Good Friday

Assembly 8:25am

Term Two Calendar – 2O23

WEEK 8
MARCH
 20TH

WEEK 9
MARCH
 27TH

WEEK 10
APRIL
3RD

WEEK 1
APRIL 
17TH

20

27

3

17

21

28

4

18

22

29

5

19

23

30

6

20

24

31

7

21

ROOM 9

ROOM 6

ROOM 18

NAPLAN Final Day

Palm Sunday
Prayer Liturgy @
assembly 8:25am

Students return 

Harmony Day

Holy Thursday
(Last Supper)
Prayer Liturgy @
assembly 8:25am

Good Friday
Prayer Liturgy @
assembly 8:25am
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