
 

 

Our Vision 
With family, faith and friendship, we 

are empowered to be architects of 

our learning  

Our Values 

Excellence      Compassion    Trust 

              Courage            Respect 

Wednesday, 11th December Term 4, Week 9  

A Message from the Principal 

Like the Green 
Tree Frog, I 
grow and 
change. 

Like the   
Bush Bee,       
I can work 

with others 
and on my 
own to be 
successful. 

Like the Eagle, I 
see what I need to 
do to achieve my 

goal and take  
responsibility.  

Like the     
Crocodile,        

I can      
overcome  

challenges and 
keep   going 
when things 
get tough. 

 
 

O God of all beginnings and endings, 
We praise and thank you for the gift of this school 

year. 
It has been a time filled with grace and blessings, 

With challenges and opportunities, joys and sorrows. 
The days have passed quickly, O Lord. 

The weeks, the months, the seasons, the holidays and 
holy days, 

The tests, vacations, breaks, and assemblies, 
All have come forth from your hand. 

While we trust that your purposes have always been 
at work each day, 

Sometimes it has seemed difficult to understand and 
appreciate 

Just what you have been up to in our school. 

 
 
 
 

 

Like the     
Dolphin, I  am 

free to        
develop my 

own ideas and 
take risks.  

Like the Green 
Ant,     I use 
what I know 

and what  
others know 

to build   
meaning.  

Like the      
Tata Lizard I 

can become a 
learning     

detective, 
searching for 
answers or 
clues to my 

own or others   
questions.  

Learning Power Project 

 
 

Give us the rest and refreshment we need this  
summer. 

Let our efforts of this past year bear fruit. 
Bring all of our plans to a joyful conclusion, 

And bless us, according to your will, 
With the fulfilment of our summer hopes and 

dreams. 
Watch over us in the weeks of rest ahead, 

And guide each day as you have done this past 
year. 

Help us return to school with a new spirit and a new 
energy. 

May we continue to grow 
In age, wisdom, knowledge and grace 

All the days of our lives. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

What an evening we had on Monday night as we congratulated our Year 6 students on the completion of 

Primary School before they move to Middle School in 2020. The students thoroughly enjoyed  

themselves and it was a privilege to be part of their education. A massive thank you to Andrew Walter 

and other staff for their efforts in coming up with the idea of having the final farewell in the courtyard 

and being able to follow up this vision with the hard work of our Year 6 (and Year 5) students. 

 

Academic Reports 

School reports were emailed out today. For those who requested a paper copy, your child will bring it 

home. If for some reason you do not receive the school report via email please get in touch with the 

front office and we will arrange to get a copy to you.  

 

Staffing 2020 

Next year, Jo Moller will be travelling to Alice Springs to take up a teaching position there. Olivia Resnais 

has had to move back to Adelaide due to family commitments and I know she is disappointed to be  

leaving not just Darwin, but our wonderful school. We wish them both good wishes on the next chapter 

of their lives. Margy Woods, our Indonesian teacher, is also leaving us. She will continue to work at St 

Pauls and who knows we may even see her back around here now and again. 

With Hannah Foody leaving at the end of Term 3 and some slight changes to our structures, we will have 

four new teachers staring in 2020. Below are our classes for 2020: 
 

Transition:    Rose Russell  

T/1:     Emilia Heaney 

Year 1/2:    Catherine Lorenzo 

Year 1/2:    Ann Garrick and Alison Brennan 

Year 3:    Erica Schultz 

Year 3/4:    Andree Angel (3 days) and Shannyce Lilydale (2 days) 

Year 3/4:    Stephanie Sfouggaristos   

Year 4/5:    Gail McKillop 

Year 5/6:    Nicola Allison 

Year 5/6:    Andrew Walter 

 

We also welcome Stacey Bradshaw as our AIEW for 2020. Stacey is from the Derby area and is from the 

Nyikina people. Jas Bonson, our current AIEW, is focusing on her teaching degree in 2020. We also  

farewell the following staff and wish them the best for 2020 and beyond: Kiarra Williams-Brown, Abbey 

Betzel, Daniella Thompson and Terri Sparrow. 

 

 

2020 School Year 

Our office will be officially open from the 20th of January. If you do need to come in before that, please 

call as we may be able to assist if required.  

Teachers return to work on Tuesday, 28th January. Please note the following though as our students do 

start back later than government schools: 
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Students Return: Thursday, 30th January 
 

Class lists should go up on Wednesday 29th January. The reason for this is that there can be much 

movement during January requiring us to respond and vary class groupings. A good example was this 

year when we managed to employ Olivia Resnais the week before school started allowing us to go with 

10 classes rather than 9. 

 

End of Year Awards (From last week) 

As is tradition at Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we will hold our End of Year Awards on the last day 

of the year, Thursday 12th December. We begin with a Mass at 9.30am in the church with the awards 

beginning at 11:00am in the assembly area. If you’re attending both, please feel free to join our staff for 

morning tea in the staffroom (and the air-conditioning!). We also announce a School Captains for 2020 

as the last item for the awards. 

 

And finally… 

Thank you all for what has been another tremendous year at our wonderful school. I certainly feel  

privileged to lead an amazing staff who show above and beyond the education, care and spiritual  

guidance of you children. As I mentioned at our Christmas Concert, you as our parents are incredibly 

supportive of our school. I know this because other principal’s tell their stories and this suggests to me 

how fortunate I am here because not all of their stories are as positive as the ones I have. 

I shared the story below with our staff this week and thought I would now share it with you. We do not 

become such a great school without everyone seeing their role in making us so wonderful. God bless 

and Merry Christmas and a safe New Year to you all and let’s continue to make ‘incredible things  

happen’ at Holy Family Catholic Primary School. 

 

During a visit to the NASA space center in 1962, President John F. Kennedy noticed a janitor carrying a 

broom. He interrupted his tour, walked over to the man and said, "Hi, I'm Jack Kennedy. What are you 

doing?" 

"Well, Mr. President," the janitor responded, "I'm helping put a man on the moon." 

To most people, this janitor was just cleaning the building. But in the more mythic, larger story unfolding 

around him, he was helping to make history. 

Here's the point: No matter how large or small your role, you are contributing to the larger story  

unfolding within your life, your business and your organization. 

And when your entire team embraces that type of attitude and belief system, incredible things happen 

 

Shane Donohue 

Principal 
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 Year 6 Graduation 



 

 

 
 

 Preschool Graduation 



 

 

 

This week we wish the following  
students a Happy Birthday   

      
  Christopher Chad 9 December 

  Jesse Crisp  11 December 

  Fred Gomez  11 December 

  Sebastian Williams 12 December 

  Chaiyce De Satge 13 December 

  Mia Connor  15 December 

  Monique Sherman 17 December 

  Elaine Tiparui  18 December 

  Aiden Kent   20 December 

  Quade Palmer  25 December 

  Jack Anstess  28 December 

  Faithe Bouwer  28 December 

  Grace Anstess  30 December 

  Alessandro Ferrer 30 December 

   

       

Week  8 Birthdays 

Student Awards 
Congratulations to the following  students who 

received an award at Assembly last week. 
 

Preschool  Lailani Johnson 

 

Rm 15—TR  No awards 

        

Rm 14—TR/1 Lily Cruse 

   Ishaan Thevaril 

   Sapphire Hogg 

    

Rm 13—1/2 Leon James 

   Jabari Councillor 

   Louisa Tomlins 

   Chloe Cantwell-Eliorda 

 

Rm 12—2  Ben Watkins 

   Jack Anstess 

   Mayvis Hogan-Tomlins 

   Emmanuel Zografakis 

   Samantha Tsakrios 

   Noah Briston 

 

Rm 11—3/4     Quade Palmer 

   John Lenz 

   Malakai Hampton 

   Ava Maher 

 

Rm 10—3/4     Sienna Austin  

   Brianna Heath 

 

Rm 9—3/4  Joiada Binish 

   Darwin Butsamalee 

 

Rm 7—5/6  Jorja Davey 

   Mia Peachey 

   Shae Roddenby 

   Evan Thevaril 

    

Rm 6 –5/6  No awards 

    

Rm 5—5/6      Lily Ha 

   Blade Russell 

 

SPELD   Ruby Preston 

   Jabari Councillor  

  

                                



 

 

12/12/2019 

Last Day of School 

Assembly 8:30am 

End of Year Mass 9:30am 

Awards Ceremony 11:00am 

(school captains  announced) 

30/01/2020 Students return to school 

Week 8 Awards 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 12th December 

Undercover Assembly Area 

Parents will be contacted if their child is 

receiving an award  

iPad raffle draw thanks to Area 9  

 
 

Congratulations to our Holy 
Family netballers and their 
super coach Miss Resnais. 

They went through the season 
undefeated.  

An awesome effort everyone!  
 

 
 

 

Around the school ... 


